
	  
	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

GIAMPAOLO TESTONI 
 
 
Born in Milan, Italy, in 1957, (son of songwriter Gian Carlo Testoni and great-grandchild of theater writer Alfredo 
Testoni), he was a pupil of Angelo Paccagnini (Electronic Music and Composition) and Niccolò Castiglioni 
(Composition) at the “Verdi Conservatory “in Milan, and made his debut as a composer in 1978 at the 
“UNESCO Music Workshop” in Copenhagen., co- founder o f  i ta l ian Neoromantic  musical  mouvement .  
In 1980, with Le nuvole  for chamber orchestra, he was awarded a prize - on the recommendation of Goffredo 
Petrassi - at the “Rassegna Internazionale di Musica e Teatro da camera” organized by the “Associazione 
Filarmonica Umbra”. In 1981 he took part in the first edition of “Venezia Opera Prima” and in the “Biennale 
Musica” entitled “Dopo l’Avanguardia”, earning outstanding recognition from critics and public.  
 
RAI chose Le nuvole  to take part in the “International Tribune of Composers” in 1982 in Paris, commissioned 
the First  Symphony  for the “Orchestra Sinfonica di Milano” in 1983 conducted by John Mauceri, and in 1984 
Notturno , Wonderland Variat ions  and the orchestration of the piano cycle Come io passo l ’ es tate  by Niccolò 
Castiglioni for the “Orchestra A. Scarlatti” in Naples conducted by Roberto Abbado. 
Since his debut at the Venice Biennale his music has been commissioned and performed in festivals, theatres 
and concert seasons in Italy and Europe.  
These have included the “Pomeriggi Musicali” in Milan, for whose orchestra he wrote the Second Symphony  in 
1990 and the Concerto for  Str ings  in 1996; the “Verona Arena”, which in 1994 commissioned the Ouverture  
for orchestra, repeated in the 1995 season of the “Accademia Nazionale di S. Cecilia” in Rome conducted by 
Daniele Gatti; the “Società del Quartetto” in Milan, which presented the first performance in 1996 of the Lieder 
cycle Sette  Canti  Romantic i , commissioned by the soprano Barbara Frittoli; in 1997 he wrote Nove Studi 
Spir i tual i  for the Percussionists of La Scala, who gave the piece its first performance at the “Ravenna Festival”, 
and in the same year the “Sagra Musicale Umbra” presented the premieres of Divert imento  for 14 instruments 
and Te luc is  ante terminum  for female chorus and piano (in memoriam N. Castiglioni); in 1998 at “La Scala” 
the Instrumentalists of La Scala performed the Quintet  for clarinet and strings. Between 1986 and 1992 he 
wrote the three-act opera Alice  to a libretto by the poet Danilo Bramati, which had its premiere in 1993 at the 
“Teatro Massimo” in Palermo, Alessandra Ruffini / Carmela Remigio sopranos, directed by Sandro Sequi and 
conducted by Daniele Callegari; in 1997 Alice  was released on CD on the AGORA’ label. 
 
He has taught composition at the “Conservatory of Trento - Riva del Garda”, and since 1996 has contributed 
articles and reviews to “Il Giornale della Musica”. 
 
In 1997 he orchestrated Liszt’s “Weihnachtsbaum”  piano cycle and in 1998 Schumann’s “Carnaval” , 
commissioned and first performed by the orchestra of “Pomeriggi Musicali” in Milan. 
For the Easter celebrations in the year 2000 the “Sagra Musicale Umbra” has commissioned the psalm Haec 
dies  for tenor and orchestra, to mark the occasion of the Jubilee Resurrection Mass. 
From 2003 He write music for choreographer Emanuela Tagliavia and video-artist and choreographer Davide 
Montagna: La lezione-M’encanta (Ravenna Festival 2007), 506  (Museum of Science and Technology of Milan, 
2006) e Luminare Minus   (Festival MI-TO, Milan, 2007) with dancers of Teatro alla Scala Dance School. 


